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Congressional Districts
State Representative: Patricia Gray — Districi 23
State Senator: Mike Jackson — District 11
U.S. Representative: Nick Lampson — District 9

Project Location: Dickinson Bay, Galveston Bay Prairie Complex, Texas City, Texas 77590

Land Ownership: Dickinson Bay is a navigable, state owned body of salt water

1. Project Description

Project Abstract: Dickinson Bay is located in Galveston County, Texas and is an ecologically
important secondary bay that lies on the western shore of the Galveston Bay complex along the
upper Texas Coast. Dickinson Bay is surrounded by residential homes on the north shore, and is
bounded by The Nature Conservancy’s Texas City Prairie Preserve on the south and west. The
project area has been identified as a priority conservation area as identified in The Nature
Conservancy’s Gulf Coast Prairies and Marshes ecoregional plan.

The Project entails the reconstruction of three islands for marine species, colonial nesting birds,
surrounded by emergent saltwater marsh. Galveston Bay has experienced a significant loss of
intertidal habitat over the past four decades. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has documented
over 30,000 acres of emergent marsh loss since the mid 1950s. The Galveston Bay National
Estuary Program and the Galveston Bay Foundation have both listed habitat loss as the number
one priority problem in the Galveston Bay system. The Nature Conservancy’s Texas Chapter has
a Site Conservation Plan for the Galveston Bay Prairie Complex; the 2001 amendments created
biological goals including a primary strategy of restoration to address subsidence and erosion
issues, wetland creation and restoration.

Anticipated Benefits to Species and Habitat:

Problem: Tremendous groundwater and petroleum withdrawals have resulted in significant
subsidence in the Galveston Bay complex. The Dickinson Bay system has subsided about 2 to
3.5 feet during the past four decades. Subsidence and subsequent erosion have resulted in the
climination of shoreline marshes, increased shoreline erosion, and the complete erosion of three
subject islands. Historically, and before significant subsidence and erosion occurred, the islands
supported nesting birds and intertidal marshes.
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