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Presentation Abstract

Historical modifications of the Puget Sound shoreline have disrupted natural
processes, leaving the region with a legacy of eliminated or severely
modified nearshore ecosystems. Modern regulations largely preclude the
industrial fills and canaled residential communities of the past, but do not
address well the the cumulative impacts of small scale, residential
development that currently accompanies the region rapid urban
development.

Efforts to control erosion eliminate sources of littoral sediment, modify beach
hydrology, and sanitize the aquatic-terrestrial edge. Erosion threatens
upland development, yet it is critical to the long-term sustainability of
nearshore habitats. Solutions include unpopular restrictions on residential
land uses, the development and application of softer erosion control
techniques, and creative approaches to restoring natural habitat functions in
heavily urbanized areas.
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