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Presentation Abstract

Florida Sovereign Submerged Land annual lease fees are based on either a
base square footage charge or 6% of income earned on SSL with surcharges
for first time leases, long term leases, leases in resource protection areas
and discounts for public access marinas and certain public benefit projects.
Non-water dependent activities are rarely authorized but when they are,
annual and one-time fees are assessed based on appraised value and profit
gained. Private easements, such as channels to upland development and
fiber optic cable installation, are assessed generally one-time fees based on
an appraisal of the SSL used and the enhanced value or profit gained
through the use of those SSL. Where activities result in "unathorized”
impacts (ex. ship groundings) to SSL resources then damages are assessed
based on the "value" of the resources impacted and the costs of repair with
different formulas being used for soft (seagrass) vs. hard (coral) bottoms.
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