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Abstract

This paper will look at and discuss boundary related issues and methodologies associated
with the development of the Territorial Submerged Lands Act {TSLA) boundary and various
other marine boundaries associated with the United States Virgin Islands.

Development of a TSLA baseline for use in determining the offshore boundaries of the
United States Virgin Islands employing for the first time the Territorial Submerged Lands
Act. Upland ownership considerations as they apply to the Territorial Submerged Lands Act
will also be discussed. Boundary considerations will include methodologies employed in the
development of international boundaries, a median line between the United States Virgin
Islands and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, offshore boundaries of the Virgin Islands
National Park, and the Virgin Islands Coral Reef and Buck Island Reef National Monuments.

The official output products derived as a result of this effort, e.g., Official Protraction
Diagrams NE20-04 (St. Thomas) and NE20-07 (St. Croix) and the corresponding
Supplemental Official OCS Block Diagrams, can be viewed on the MMS website located at

www, mms.gov/id/maps.htm




