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Abstract: The Washington State Department of Natural Resources manages 2.4 million 
acres of aquatic lands; in 2002, the department adopted regulations on residential use of 
aquatic lands.  Residential uses include floating homes and vessels used as a residence.  
This presentation discusses why the department adopted the rules, and what the rules 
include. 
 
Speaker Information: As Aquatics Lands Steward, Fran McNair leads the Aquatic 
Resources Region and Division of the Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), which manages approximately 2.4 million acres of state-owned 
tidelands, bedlands, and beds of navigable rivers, lakes, and shore lands. Fran serves on 
numerous boards and committees including the Lower Columbia Solutions Group, Puget 
Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project, Urban Waters and participates with the 
Puget Sound Partnership through the Ecosystem Coordinating Board. 
 
Fran was Deputy County Executive for Pierce County from 1993 to 2001, where she was 
responsible for parks, planning, land services, public works, and utilities. Fran led several 
initiatives, including the Chambers Creek project that established a master site plan to 
reclaim a gravel mine to use in a new community. From 1989 to 1993, she was Assistant 
City Manager of the newly formed city of SeaTac and was Deputy Director of the City of 
Tacoma’s Department of Human Development from 1978 to 1989. 
 
Fran received her bachelor degree and a Masters Degree in Social Science Administration 
from Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio. She moved to Tacoma in 
1978. Fran and her husband, Dr. Timothy McNair, an emergency room physician, have 
two sons and live in Steilacoom, Washington 
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