Alaska Division of Parks & Outdoor Recreation
Office of Boating Safety



A BRIEF HISTORY

Of the Alaska Boating Safety Program



1958 Bonner Act I shifted boat numbering and accident reporting to the
states, and encouraged states to establish boating safety programs

1965 - most states have established boating safety programs

1971 - Federal Boat Safety Act provided the first federal grant funding to
states with federally approved programs

1987 1 all states and U.S territories except Alaska have state
boating safety programs

Betweenl969 and 1998 - 11 unsuccessful attempts at boating safety
legislation establishing a federally approved program in Alaska

June 1998 - Office of Boating Safety established within DNR

May 2000 T AS 05.25 (Alaska Boating Safety Act) signed into law



Alaska Boating Safety Act s/11/2000

Alaska became eligible for a full share of federal grant funds
Boat registration transferred from USCG to the State
At-a-s kea0s-'boatit ng -t awsi-:be c'ame



OUR MISSION

net o promote - t-he saf-ety . o0f . pe
connected with the use, equipment, and operation of boats
on -~water ~ofi ASlD®25st at e. 0



OUR PROBLEM



Alaska - one of the highest non-
commercial boating fatality rates
In the nation

Figure 11 STATES CODED BY THEIR 2007 FATALITY RATE

Fatality Rate Color Code Key

M Equal to or greater than 10 deaths per 100,000 registered boats

M More than 7.5 but less than 10 deaths per 100,000 registered boats
More than 5 but less than 7.5 deaths per 100,000 registered boats
More than 2.5 but less than 5 deaths per 100,000 registered boats
Less than 2.5 deaths per 100,000 registered boats
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Note: This fatality rate is calculated using the number deaths in each state and the number of registered boats in each state.
Please be aware that, for some states, the fatality rate includes deaths that occurred on vessels that were not registered.




From 1990 thru 2010 Alaska had:
318 commercial fishing fatalities

434 recreational boating fatalities






Al -askaos: - Fat a

i 9 of 10 - boat less than 26 ft. I
i 9 of 10 - adult males :
i 3 of 4 - power boats

i 50/50 - fresh and salt water
i 1 of 4 - alcohol confirmed

i 5 of 6 - capsize/overboard*

* Death on the Water: An Analysis of
Non-Commercial Boating Fatalities in Alaska

*100% related to cold water

Susan D. Hargis, MA, MS
Recreational Boating Safety Specialist
U. S. Coast Guard

Indian Health Service
Injury Prevention Fellowship



Some segments of the boating community
have not adopted a safety culture



Alaska PFD Use - Adults

By Boat Type
(40]0222210]015)
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Changing the Culture

it Mo s t dril vers now
normal to use a seat belt

it Cyclicst s now -t
wear a bike helmet

t0 Boaters must thi
normal to wear a life jacket



OUR PROGRAMS



