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 MAJOR POINTS 

1. Multiple State & Federal agencies are involved ï there is 

no single ñPermit to Mineò 

2. Regulations and Air/Water Quality Standards must be 

met ï Monitoring is required.  

3. Mines must be reclaimed ï Closure & Reclamation Plan is 

required prior to mining.  

4. Financial assurances are required.  

5. State employs a team of experienced regulators, involved 

during pre - permitting, permitting, operation, 

reclamation, and post - closure monitoring.  

 

PUBLIC is a BIG part of the process  
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State of Alaska Agencies 
LARGE MINE PERMITTNG TEAM (LMPT) 

É Department of Natural Resources  (ADNR )  

 ( Lead State agency for mining projects ï AS 27.05.010  & AS 38.05.020(b)(9) )  

ï Office of Project Management and Permitting  

ï Division of Mining, Land & Water  

É Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC)  

ï Division of Water  

ï Division of Air Quality  

ï Division of Environmental Health  

É Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G )  

ï Habitat Division  

É Department of Health and Social Services (ADHSS)  

É Department of Law (ADOL)  

É Department of Commerce, Community and Economic 
Development (ADCED)  

É Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (ADOTPF)  
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State of Alaska Regulatory Requirements 

É Plan of Operations Approval (ADNR)  

ï Reclamation and Closure Plan  

É Solid Waste Permits and Bonding (ADEC)  

É Wastewater Discharge APDES Permits  (ADEC)  

É Certification of USACOE Permits (ADEC)  

É Storm Water Discharge Permits  (ADEC)  

É Dam Safety Certification  (ADNR)  

É Fish Habitat and Fishway Permits  (ADF&G)  

É Reclamation and Bonding (ADNR )  

É Air Quality Permits (ADEC)  

É Water Rights (ADNR)  

É Sewage Treatment System Approval (ADEC)  

É Right of Way/Access (ADNR/ADOT )  

É Cultural Resource Protection (ADNR)  

É Monitoring Plan (Surface/Groundwater -Fish/Wildlife -Air)                
        (ADEC/ ADF&G/ADNR)  

É Coastal Zone Consistency Determination (ADNR)  
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Alaska Department of 

Environmental Conservation 

(ADEC) 
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ADEC Integrated Waste Management Permit 

É Integrates  
ï18 AAC 60 ï Solid Waste Management  
ï 18 AAC 70 ï Water Quality Standards  
ï 18 AAC 72 ï Wastewater Disposal  

É Typical Wastes Managed  
ïTailings  
ïWaste Rock  
ïGarbage/Sewage sludge  

É Potential Contaminants Controlled  
ïAcid Rock Drainage/Metals Leaching  
ïProcess Chemicals  

É Primary Focus of  Protection  
ïSurface Water  
ïGroundwater  

É Financial Assurance (Bonding) Required  
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Static (Acid-Base Accounting) and Kinetic (Humidity Cell) Testing 

To Determine Geochemistry of Waste Materials 

Figure 1a.- Weekly Humidity Cell Analytical Results
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APDES Permit 
(Alaska Pollutant Discharge Elimination System) 

Began October 31, 2010 for mining 

É Establishes Effluent Limits and Monitoring Requirements  

É Best Management Practices  

É Monitoring & Reporting Requirements  

É Compliance Responsibilities  
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Water Quality Standards 

9 

*Recently Updated* Water Quality Standards and ñToxics Manualò 

É Primary Protected Uses (fresh water)  
ï Water Supply (drinking, agriculture, aquaculture, industrial)  

ï Water Recreation (contact & secondary)  

ï Growth and propagation of fish, shellfish, other aquatic life, and wildlife  

 

É Most stringent water quality standard or criteria applies.  

 


