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Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment:  How 

We Got Here

Â Clean Water Act §404(c): authorizes EPA to prohibit or 
restrict discharges of dredged or fill material into waters 
of the United States if such discharges would have an 
òunacceptable adverse effectó on

ÂMunicipal water supplies;

Â Shellfish beds and fishery areas (including spawning and 
breeding areas);

ÂWildlife; or

Â Recreational areas

Â Public notice, hearings, consultation with the Corps of 
Engineers precede any EPA determination



Watershed Assessment:  How We Got 

Here

Â2010: eleven federally-recognized tribes request 

that EPA either take or defer action under its 

CWA §404(c) authorities to either prohibit or 

allow the Pebble Mine to proceed.

ÂSimilar requests expressing a range of opinions from 

a variety of interests (commercial fishing, mining, 

sportsmen, tribal corporations, State of Alaska, 

general public, etc.)

ÂFebruary 2011: EPA announces that it will 

conduct scientific assessment of the watershed
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Watershed Assessment: Three Central 

Questions

Â Is the Bristol Bay salmon fishery the one of a 

kind, world class fishery that it is depicted to be?

ÂWhat are the existing and potential risks to 

Bristol Bayõs salmon fishery associated with 

large-scale development?

ÂAre there technologies or practices that could 

mitigate these risks?


