
Landscape Conservation 

Cooperatives in Alaska 



What is a LCC?? 

ÅSelf-directed partnership; 

ÅProvide knowledge and science-based 

solutions to land and resource managers 

and others;  

ÅHelps managers understand the 

implications of climate change;  

ÅSupports landscape-scale conservation.  
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LCC 

Background 



ÅDOI Sec. Order (2009) Directs Bureaus:  
Å To work together to address climate change impacts 

Å To analyze climate change impacts when making major 

decisions 

ÅEstablishes Department of Interior approach: 
ÅClimate Response Council  

Å Regional Climate Science Centers (Climate Science) 

Å Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (Applied Science and 

Adaptive Management) 

ÅDevelop landscape-level strategies for 

understanding and responding to climate 

change impacts to all DOI trust resources 

LCC 

Background 

Where did LCCs Come From? 
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LCC National Geographic Framework 

Nationally, there will be 22 LCCs, 5 
in Alaska.  

Boundaries are flexible and may be 

subdivided based on ecological or 

threat assessments 



Alaska LCCs 
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LCC structure 
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Steering 

Committee 

LCC Core Staff 

TWG 1 TWG 2 

TWG 3 TWG 4 

NGOs 

Universities 

industry 

Tribes 
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What LCCs will Not Do 
ÅReplace agency responsibilities 

ÅSupersede agency decision making authority 

ÅInitiate Regulatory actions 

ÅNegate value/role of existing partnerships 

and cooperatives 

For example,  the LCC may provide 

information that informs placement of 

oil-development infrastructure, but it will 

not engage in decisions or permitting 

regarding the placement of 

infrastructure. 

LCC 

Background 



So, next questioné 

Why do we need LCCs? 
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Climate Change: Conservation 

Challenge of the 21st Century 

 Never before seen changes are reshaping 

Alaskaôs marine and terrestrial habitats, affecting 

ecological balance and local communities 

�³�$�O�D�V�N�D���L�V���J�U�R�X�Q�G���]�H�U�R���I�R�U���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H����
We must put science to work to help us 
adjust to the impacts of climate change 
�R�Q���$�O�D�V�N�D�¶�V���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���D�Q�G���S�H�R�S�O�H�V���´ 
 -  Department of the Interior Secretary 
Ken Salazar  


