
Perspectives on Brennanôs Wave 

Kevin Colburn ï American Whitewater 



Instream Flows 

Potential 

Impact 

No Effect 

Likely 

Potential 

Benefit 

Diversion of 

water to off-

channel or 

features that 

results in a loss 

of stream flow.  

No changes to 

instream flow  

Flow protection 

through securing 

a Recreational 

In Channel 

Diversion if in 

Colorado, or 

flow provisions 

from dams to 

meet 

recreational 

demand.  



Instream Flows 



Riverbed Condition 

Potential 

Impact 

No Effect 

Likely 

Potential 

Benefit 

Alteration of a 

natural 

unmodified 

riverbed to a 

less natural 

state.  

Riverbed left 

unchanged, or 

features 

constructed in 

artificial, off-

channel, or 

heavily modified 

stream channel.  

Changes to 

heavily impacted 

riverbeds may 

restore more 

natural and/or 

functional 

attributes to the 

bed and banks.  
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Public Safety 

Potential 

Impact 

No Effect 

Likely 

Potential 

Benefit 

Changes to 

streambed and 

banks create 

public hazards.  

Changes result 

in no new or 

unusual public 

safety hazards.  

Changes 

eliminate or 

reduce un-

natural public 

safety hazards 

such as those 

associated with 

low-head dams, 

irrigation 

diversions, re-

bar, and other 

debris.  



Public Safety 



Fish Passage 

Potential 

Impact 

No Effect 

Likely 

Potential 

Benefit 

Changes to the 

streambed 

reduce or 

eliminate 

upstream and/or 

downstream 

passage of fish 

and other 

aquatic species.  

Changes have 

no effect on fish 

passage  

Enhanced fish 

passage through 

changes to 

streambed and 

banks that 

creates stream 

complexity and 

suitable 

velocities, or 

recreational 

flows that 

benefit passage.  
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Pre-existing and Potential Recreational Values 

Potential 

Impact 

No Effect 

Likely 

Potential 

Benefit 

Recreational 

uses such as 

whitewater 

boating, calm-

water boating, 

angling, 

swimming, or 

sightseeing are 

impacted or 

limited through 

park or feature 

construction  

Pre-existing 

uses are not 

impacted, no 

new uses are 

created.  

Recreational 

uses enhanced: 

public access, 

fish holding, 

whitewater, 

viewing, 

swimming, etc. 

Both the number 

and quality of 

multiple uses 

are enhanced.  
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