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Mission Statement 

É Protecting the 
Alaskan lifestyle 
through the 
assertion and 
defense of access 
to Alaskaôs Public  
Lands and Waters  
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É Navigability Subunit  
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Subunit Manager  269 -6008  
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    Easement Specialist 269 -8580  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Interagency Navigability & Access 

Team 

É Department of Natural Resources  

É Department of Fish and Game  

É Department of Law  



 Navigability 

É Coordinating statewide navigability policy  

É Public Trust and Title Navigability  

 



Navigability 

É Navigability 
determinations, who 
needs them and why?  

É Federal agencies  

É State agencies  

É Local governments  

É Private citizens, both 
Public Trust and 
Federal/State Conflict.  

 



Equal Footing Doctrine 
É All states are 

admitted to the 
union on equal 
footing with the 
other states, 
including the 
1953 Submerged 
Land Act, which 
granted the title 
to the submerged 
lands beneath 
Navigable waters  

 



TITLE 43--PUBLIC LANDS                        

CHAPTER 29 

É SUBMERGED LANDS ACT OF 1953   
 

É SUBCHAPTER II -- LANDS BENEATH NAVIGABLE WATERS WITHIN STATE BOUNDARIES  
É Sec. 1311. Rights of States (a) Confirmation and establishment of title and ownership 

of lands and resources; management, administration, leasing, development, and use.  

É     It is determined and declared to be in the public interest that  (1) title to 
and ownership of the lands beneath navigable 
waters within the boundaries of the respective 
States, and the natural resources within such 
lands and waters, and (2) the right and power to 
manage, administer, lease, develop, and use the 
said lands and natural resources all in accordance 
with applicable State law  be, and they are, subject to the 

provisions hereof, recognized, confirmed, established, and vested in 
and assigned to the respective States  or the persons who 
were on June 5, 1950, entitled thereto under the law of the respective 
States in which the land is located, and the respective grantees, lessees, or 
successors in interest thereof;  



É (b) Release and relinquishment of title and 
claims of United States; payment to 
States of moneys paid under leases   

É    (1) The United States releases and 
relinquishes unto said States and persons 
aforesaid, except as otherwise reserved 
herein, all right, title, and interest of the 
United States , if any it has, in and to all said lands, improvements, and 
natural resources; (2) the United States releases and relinquishes all claims of the 
United States, if any it has, for money or damages arising out of any operations of 
said States or persons pursuant to State authority upon or within said lands and 
navigable waters; and (3) the Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of the Navy 
or the Treasurer of the United States shall pay to the respective States or their 
grantees issuing leases covering such lands or natural resources all moneys paid 
thereunder to the Secretary of the Interior or to the Secretary of the Navy or to the 
Treasurer of the United States and subject to the control of any of them or to the 
control of the United States on May 22, 1953, except that portion of such moneys 
which (1) is required to be returned to a lessee; or (2) is deductible as provided by 
stipulation or agreement between the United States and any of said States;  



É (d) Authority and rights of United 
States respecting navigation, flood 
control and production of power   

É Nothing in this subchapter or subchapter I of this 
chapter shall affect the use, development, 
improvement, or control by or under the 
constitutional authority of the United States of 
said lands and waters for the purposes of 
navigation or flood control or the production of 
power,  or be construed as the release or 
relinquishment of any rights of the United States 
arising under the constitutional authority of 
Congress to regulate or improve navigation, or to 
provide for flood control, or the production of 

power;   



Is it Navigable? 

É Tidelands  

É Shorelands  

É Submerged lands  


