Reed Canary Grass on the
Kenal Peninsula

A peninsula-wide approach to
management
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RCG-infested After restoration
stream efforts
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How did RCG get here?

Introduced locally as animal forage and for
revegetation (roadsides, utility corridors)



RCG: problems for salmon

A Grows into stream channels, changing stream flow
and ecology

A Slows water flow, which prevents the natural
scouring necessary to maintain the gravel beds for
spawning

A When the grass dies back in the fall, it introduces a
huge amount of plant material to be decomposed,
which reduces stream oxygen levels during
decomposition.



RCG: other problems

A Decreased seedling recruitment for trees along
banks. Fewer treesA higher water tempsA lower
dissolved oxygen

A Replaces native plants along stream banks that
serve as habitat for waterfowl and other wildlife & is
too dense for waterfowl to nest in

A Can accelerate siltation of rock and sand bars,
altering stream flow dynamics and changing the
course of a stream
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RCG Roadside Distribution (2006 data)
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2006 Roads Survey

AMajority of Peninsul abs
roads were surveyed.

A Added 212 new infestations, bringing the total
to 259

A92% of RCG infestations
A Percent cover from 1 to 100%

A RCG is common along roadsides and near
towns.

A RCG is beyond early detection and rapid
response efforts.
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Reed Canary Grass Infestations

+ RCG recorded during 2006 surveys

+ RCG recorded prior to 2006

Kenai River

: RCG locations with Habitat Functions
‘ ®  Coho Catalogue Stream.

o  Coho Support Habitat.
®  Likely Coho Stream.

Forinfo about habitat functions
visit http #www kenaiwetlands net
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2007: Calling in the
experts, Dr. Sue

Galatowitsch (U of Minn.) §
& Dr. Tim Miller (WSU)




