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Overview 
ÅWho Owns Alaska? 

ÅLand History in Alaska 

ÅANILCA and ANCSA 

ÅState Special Areas 

ïWhat are they?  Why have them? 

ÅLegislatively Designated Lands 

ÅAdministratively Designated Lands 

ÅCase Study 

 - Knik River Public Use Area 

ÅBackground History and Slide Show 

 - Chugach State Park 

 







 

Protected Federal Lands 

(green shade) 
 

National Parks 

Á 54 million acres 

 

National Wildlife Refuges 

Á 77 million acres 

 

National Forests 

Á 22 million acres 

 

Bureau of Land Management 

ANILCA Units 

Á 2.2 million acres 

 

Total Federal Conservation System Units - 150 million 

acres  



 

Other Federal Lands 

(yellow & tan shade) 
 

National Petroleum Reserve 

Á 23 million acres 

 

Bureau of Land Management 

(not special) 

Á 61 million acres 

 

Military 

Á 2 million acres 

 

 

Combined Total Federal Land Ownership 

- 242 million acres 

 

 



 

Other Land Owners 
 

State of Alaska  

(blue shade) 

Á 105 million acres 

 

Native Corporations  

(pink shade) 

Á 45 million acres 

 

Private 

(gray shade) 

Á 5 million acres 
 

 

 

 



Pre 1867 ï Native 

Alaskans used and 

ñownedò most land.   

 



Russia Occupied Many Parts of Alaska 



1867 ï Treaty of Cession 
 

Negotiated by William Seward ï All of Alaska becomes federal land 



Territorial Development 

Å1884 ï US Congress extended federal 

mining law to Alaska.  The first federal land 

law in Alaska 

 

1896  

Klondike Gold Rush 

 

1899-1900  

Nome Gold Rush 

 

1900  

Kennicott Copper Discovery 



Pre-statehood Federal Withdrawals 

ïChugach and Tongass National Forests (1907) 

ïMt McKinley National Park (1917) 

ïKatmai (1918) and Glacier Bay (1925) Monuments 

ïNaval Petroleum Reserve #4 (NPRA - 1923) 

ïNational Wildlife Refuges: Kenai (Moose Range), 

Kodiak, Arctic, Aleutian Islands 

ïNative Reservations: 

ÅSt Lawrence Island, Tetlin, Elim, Arctic Village ï 

Venetie 

ÅUnalakleet,  Tyonek, others   

ÅAnnette Island (Metlakatla)  



Federal Land Grants to States 

ÅLand Ordinance of 1785 

ÅEstablished Public Land Survey 

System (township and ranges) 

ÅNew states get Section 16 for public 

schools (first was Ohio ï 1806) 

Å1853 ï California recôd 2 sections 

Å1894 ï SW states recôd 4 sections 

ÅGrants also given for prisons, public 

buildings, universities etc.  

ÅPrior to Alaska ï these were all trust 

lands 

 



Alaska Territorial Land Grants 

ÅSchool Trust ï 104,000 acres 

ÅUniversity ï 111,000 acres 

ÅMental Health ï 1 million acres 

ÅThese are all trust lands 

 





All State Land Grants 

Promised Land ï 105 million acres 

 
ÅAll statehood and territorial land grants 

total over 105 million acres 

Å1.2 million acres in Trust Lands for 

University, Mental Health and Schools 

ÅRemainder not trust land 

ÅRevenue from State land has supported 

state government since 1979 

 



60-65 million acres 

shorelands, tidelands and submerged lands 

ÅShorelands ï land under inland navigable 

waters ï e.g. Chena, Tanana, Gulkana 

ïAcquired under equal footing doctrine 

ïIncludes land within federal Conservation 

System Units established after statehood 

ÅTidelands ï lands under tidal influence 

ïAcquired under submerged lands act/ equal 

footing doctrine 

 
 



60-65 million acres 

shorelands, tidelands and submerged lands 

ÅSubmerged lands ï lands out to three mile 
territorial limit 
ïAcquired under submerged lands act 

 

ÅEXCEPTION ï lands withdrawn at 
statehood ï resolved by Supreme Court 
ïUtah Lake 

ïANWR, NPRA (Dinkum Sands) 

ïGlacier Bay  



Department of Natural Resources 

(DNR) manages state-owned land:  

165 million total acres  

Å105 million acres of uplands 

Å60 million acres of tidelands, shorelands 
and submerged lands 

ÅEqual in area to California, Oregon and 
Washington combined 

ÅAlaska is second largest landowner in US 



Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) - 1971 

Å Received 46 million 

acres 

 

Å 224 Village 

Corporations received 

surface estate 

 

Å 12 Regional 

Corporations received 

subsurface under 

village lands 

 

Å Some Village and 

Regional Corporations 

received surface and 

subsurface  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f0/Ancsa-map-color.png


ÅANCSA Section 17(d)(2) ï Secretary of 

Interior to withdraw from state selection 

lands for study as future National Interest 

Lands (parks, refuges, etc.). 

 

ÅPublic debate raged over  proposals for 

federal parks, refuges, etc.  

 

Åñ(d)(2)ò led to ANILCA 

 

  



Alaska National Interest Conservation Act 

(ANILCA) ï 1980 
 

ÅCreated or expanded National Parks, Wildlife Refuges, National 

Forests, National Monuments or other protected federal lands. 

 

ÅNew Conservation System Units (CSUôs) areas totaled about 

104 million acres 

 

ÅProtected federal lands now total 152 million acres (41% of the 

state) 

 

ÅANILCA established new wilderness areas  



What does Alaska do with its 

public land ? 


