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Kantishna Hills, Denali National Park 
and Preserve, AK 

Å131,000 acres total 

Å1,500 acres, 10 watersheds - 
visible effects of mining 



Mining History 

ÅKantishna Mining District ς ŜŀǊƭȅ мфллΩǎ 

ïGold first discovered in 1903 

ÅEarly operations were small 

ÅMechanized/Larger Volume Mining ς late 
мфолΩǎ 

ÅLarge wash plants and equipment ς мфтлΩǎ 







Setting/History 

ÅMt. McKinley National Park ς 1917 

ÅDenali National Park and Preserve ς 1980 

ïKantishna mining district was incorporated into 
DNPP as part of ANILCA 

ÅMining stopped ς 1985 

ÅCourt cases and EIS for restoration ensued 

ÅNPS begins restoration research ς 1988 

ÅReady for restoration work - 2001 



Slate 

ÅDegraded water quality 
ÅMine waste and tailings 
ÅAltered flood plains/degraded riparian zones 
ÅIncreased turbidity 
ÅHeavy metal contamination 

Kantishna Hills 



Problems 
ÅDegraded Water Quality 

ï Heavy metal contamination 

ï Low pH 

ï Turbidity 



Problems 
ÅDegraded floodplain systems 

ï Damaged riparian corridors 

ï Effects to floodplain functions  

 



Problems 

ÅDifficult Environment 

ÅLow revegetation rates 

ÅCourse alluvium soils 

ÅLacking fines 

ÅLow nutrient 

ÅHighly altered floodplain 

  

 


