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Whitewater Park Locations 
 

West  
Colorado  - 18 
Wyoming - 3 
Idaho, Nevada, Texas,  
Utah - 2 
California, Montana,  
New Mexico - 1 
 

East  
Maryland - 2 
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, North Carolina,  
New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee - 1 
 
 
 
 
 

Numbers do not include multiple construction events at one site. 



/Î ÔÈÅ ÈÏÒÉÚÏÎȣ 

ÅOroville, California 

ÅWillimantic, Connecticut 

ÅColumbus, Georgia 

ÅElkader, Iowa 

ÅBowling Green, Elkhorn City,  

     and Louisville, Kentucky 

ÅGrand Rapids, Michigan 

ÅBryson City, and Raleigh, NC 

ÅHadley and Port Jervis, NY  

ÅDayton, Ohio 

ÅTulsa, Oklahoma 

ÅAnchorage, Alaska? 

 



 
 In-Channel Courses Dominate 

In-Channel
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   In-Channel 
 
 
           Avon, Colorado 

 



Green River,  
Wyoming 



Diversions 

ÅAugsburg, Germany 

ÅSouth Bend, Indiana 

ÅDenver, Colorado 



Self-Contained 
ÅAdventure Sports Center 

International -  McHenry, MD 

ÅUS National Whitewater 
Center ς Charlotte, NC 



Why are public and private investors 
spending between $10,000 and $40 

million on these projects? 



)ÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ËÁÙÁËÉÎÇȢ 

ÅAlternative Economic Development 
ÅAging Infrastructure 
Å79,000 US dams are on average, 50 
years old1 

ÅOutdoor Recreational Trends - Americans 
are spending outdoor time closer to 
home 
 

1National Inventory of Dams , Canoe and Kayak Magazine, May, 2010 



Kayakers represent less than 
10 percent of park users. 

ÅParks are providing new opportunities to 
develop trail networks, bank stabilization 
projects, and interpretive education 
facilities. Neglected rivers are becoming 
family - friendly environments for biking, 
walking and fishing. 

ÅRiver-based events are stimulating 
development and municipal pride. 



Project Progression 

ÅPaddlers see opportunity 

ÅCommunities learn that paddling will represent a minor 
but anchor activity 

ÅCollaboratives form to  

   identify stakeholder needs  

ÅDesign, construction, and  

   marketing determine project  

   success and sustainability 

 

 

 



Confluence Park ɀ Denver 

$70 million invested to 

ÅLower the flood plain 

ÅDivert water 

ÅImprove parks, trails  

ÅProvide unimpeded  

   river passage 

$10 billion has returned in the form 
of private and public investment 



Confluence Park ɀ Denver 



Oklahoma City 

Oklahoma City 

ÅTraining site for the U.S. Olympic and 
Paralympic canoe/kayak and rowing teams 

ÅNew office for USA Canoe/Kayak  

Å10,000 (est.) of ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ рллΣллл ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 
paddle regularly.  

ÅThe city plans to spend $25 million building a 
whitewater course.   

 

 



Reno 
Since the $1.5 million park was opened on the Truckee 
River in 2003, $50 million has returned to the downtown 
area. Its annual whitewater festival attracts 40,000 people.  



Access Facilitating Excellence 

ÅJunior Freestyle World Champion Jason Craig ς Reno, Nevada 

ÅAll 2011 US Freestyle Team Juniors live near whitewater parks  



ÅLauren Burress ς 15 
Pueblo, Colorado  

ÅTop contender  

Åat the 2011 World 
Championships in 
Plattling, Germany 

ÅNon-paddling parents 

   enjoy a growing 

   network 
Are The Shimoda Group * USA Freestyle 

Kayaking    McLaughlin Whitewater Design 
Group   

Controlled Environment 
Appealing to Parents 


