


The Willamette River Water Trail - 

Encouraging More River Recreation.  



The Willamette River is nearly 200 mile long and 

weaves its way North, through the Willamette 

Valley.  





* Most of the River is Flatwater, or 

Class 1, though there is abundant 

whitewater on the tributaries.  

 

* Much of the surrounding landscape 

is agricultural, though in the last 40 

years the State of Oregon has 

purchased numerous riverside sites.  



With the help of the National Park Service 

Rivers and Trails Program - an initial 

assessment was done in 2003 to determine 

what could draw people to the Willamette 

River.  

 

With a good dose of public input, it was clear 

that people liked the idea of a Water Trail - 

expanding and improving on the recreational 

opportunities and infrastructure that was 

already there. 



Wildlife 

along the 

River.. 



Scenery ï There is an abundance of wildlife and 

existing parks along the Willamette River .   

Deer near Buckskin Mary 

Landing  



Greenway Properties are Numerous  



Greenway Parks/Properties are Numerous  

Candiani Bar 



The Willamette affords a great many opportunities to recreate, 

and the river is suitable for a wide range of paddle craft and 

experience levels. This makes the Willamette well-suited for a 

Water Trail.  



Water Trail ï A connection of parks and open spaces along a 

waterway that people can access, threaded together with a 

common map and signage. The focus is safety, and access. 



In 2004 the Mid -Willamette Connections Group, a 

partnership of local governments and organizations in the 

mid -Willamette Valley, got together to determine how they 

could best help people connect to their river.  

 


