Permit Buy-outs & Conservation Leasing in CA

Presented at: A Private Sector Approach —
Conservation Agreements in support of Marine Protection

Same Goal, New Strategy

Michael Bell Objective: Abate threat of trawd fishing in project area

(The Nature ConservanCy) Strategy: Use TNC assets and methods to collaborate

with local partners in establishing a more sustainable
Groundfish Fishery in California’s Central Coast.

Action Steps:
. Secure approval for EFP - gear switching experiment (6 TNC

permits)”

2. Launch Conservation Fishing Agreement (trawl BMPs -1 permit)*

3. Acquire 6+ Phase 2 trawl permits (reduce trawl effort)

4. Work with fishermen and communities to build a new way of doing
business in the Ceniral Coast (a Regional Fishing Association?)

5. Determine how to best transition TNC permits
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Original Strategic Approach
Objective - Abate threat of trawl fishing in project area

Strategy - Work with fishermen to identify areas to be off
limits to trawling, in exchange for TNC agreeing to buy
back permits and vessels to reduce trawling efforts.

Action Steps

1. Enter into Options to purchase permits/vessels

2. Design EFH closures with fishermen

3. Petition Council for adoption of closures with fishermen
4. Exercise Options - Acquire permits/vessels
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