
 

VOLUNTEERS VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDEDNEEDED  
for  

The Largest Seagrass Restoration in 
the World!  

South Bay off Oyster, Virginia  

SEASIDE HERITAGE SEAGRASS  
Community Restoration Program 

You must pre-register in order to participate in the restoration project.  You can 
pre-register at the training workshop or by contacting  

 

Jennifer Rich, volunteer coordinator, at 434-951-0572 or jrich@tnc.org.  

CALLING ALL RECREATI ONAL DIVERS AND SNORKELERS   
We are looking for 100 local community volunteers to collect up to 20 million eelgrass seeds. 

Eelgrass is a simple, ribbon-like seagrass that once thrived in the Atlantic 
coastal bays of Virginiaôs Eastern Shore. In 1933 an outbreak of disease and a 
major hurricane virtually wiped it out. The Seaside Heritage Seagrass Commu-
nity Restoration Program has been conducting highly successful efforts to re-
store eelgrass in the nearby Atlantic coastal bays since 1999.  Come be a part 
of the largest seagrass restoration in the world! 

WHO: Volunteer recreational divers and snorkelers. 
 

WHAT:  Collecting reproductive shoots containing seeds 
from the eelgrass plants. The water will be about waist 
deep, so swim fins are not necessary, but wetsuits and 
hoods are recommended. 
 

WHEN: Late May to mid-June. Tentative dates are from May 31ïJune 16. The 
seed collection will be timed around low water and trips will last 4-5 hours. 
 

WHERE: In the seagrass meadows of South Bay off Oyster, Virginia. 

A training workshop for interested volunteers will be held Tuesday, May 13, 2008 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Anheuser-Busch Center for Coastal Research in Oyster,       
Virginia.  Volunteers will be trained on how to identify the reproductive shoots and 
how to collect and bag them.   
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